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For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the 
power of God for salvation to everyone who 
believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.

Romans 1:16



What is the Gospel?

I. Introduction

II. Why Do You Need This Course? 

A. Two Common Reasons

1. New Christians 

2. Evangelism

B. Two Other Reasons

1. We think of  the Gospel as just for the beginning of  the Christian life.

a. The "Ticket" vs. the "Key

b. The Centrality of  the Gospel

2. We don't always appreciate all of  the Gospel.

a. Definition of Gospel: "Good News"
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Study 1: Why Do We Need to Talk about the Gospel?

"For I am not ashamed of the Gospel, for it is the power of God for 
salvation to everyone who believes.

Romans 1:16



b. A "Typical" Gospel Presentation

i. God loves you and wants the best for you.

ii. You've sinned and alienated yourself  from God.

iii. Jesus died to bridge the gap between you and God.

iv. You can accept the gift of  forgiveness and receive 
eternal life in Heaven with God. 

c. Problems with This Story:

i. It misplaces the focus.

ii. It misplaces the scope.

iii. It limits the result.

d. 1 Corinthians 15:1-4

i. The Gospel is for all of  life.

ii. The Gospel is about sin/death and life/resurrection.

iii. The Gospel begins in the Old Testament

III. What Is the Gospel? 

A. A Preliminary Definition

The Gospel is the good news that through Jesus Christ God has accomplished all 
that is ultimately necessary to bring about his glorious plan to manifest his glory in 
and among his people throughout his good creation, and that through faith in the 
grace of  God, you and I can participate in that glorious plan as we are brought to 
the Father in the Son through the power of  the Spirit. 
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B. Some Key Elements

1. The Focus is on God in Christ

2. The Gospel has Already Been accomplished

3. God's Glorious Plan

4. The Story Includes Us

IV. Conclusion

1. Why are you taking this course? What would you like to have accomplished 
by the end of  the course? What would you like to have learned more about? What 
would you like to be able to do? 

2. Before this lecture, how would you have summarized the Gospel? Do you 
see any weaknesses in that summary now? 

3. Read Acts 2:22-39. How did Peter summarize the Gospel for the people on 
the day of  Pentecost? What does he spend most of  his time talking about? Why 
do you think that is? What does he include that is surprising to you? What does he 
not include that seems surprising to you?
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FOR FURTHER REFLECTION



I.  Introduction: Where does the Gospel begin? 

II. God, the Creator

A.  The Story Begins with God

B.  The Story Begins with Grace

C.  The Story Begins with God's Glory. 

III. God's Creative Plan

A. The Land

1. God created a physical universe, and it was good (Genesis 1)
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Study 2: The Gospel and Creation



2. God created a special place for his people (Genesis 2:8)

3. God's creative plan includes creation itself.

B. The People

1. God created a people in his image. 

a. The image is more than a 'picture'

b. The image manifests God's "presence" in creation

c. The image and the importance of  human relationships
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So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created 
him; male and female he created them.

Genesis 1:27



2. God created a people in the land. 

a. Physical people in a physical world. 

b. Exercising "dominon" over the land.

c. God's people, in God's land, to God's glory. 

 3. God created a people as a blessing. 

a. God's people as a blessing to one another.

b. God's people as a blessing to God's land.

c. God's people as a blessing to the glory of  God. 
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Then God said, "And let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and 
over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth 
and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth."

Genesis 1:26



III. Shalom

A. The Definition of  "Shalom"

B. In the Beginning, God Created Shalom

C. Longing for Shalom

1. Why is it important to recognize that this story begins with God? How does 
this affect the way that you understand the Gospel? 

2. How does understanding creation help us understand the Gospel? In what 
ways does the creation story emphasize God's grace and glory? Why are these 
important concepts for understanding the Gospel?

3. What does it mean to be made "in the image of  God"? What does this have 
to do with the Gospel? How does this change the way that you view the people 
around you? How should it affect the way that you interact with them on a daily 
basis? 

4. What is "shalom" and why is it important for understanding the Gospel? 
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FOR FURTHER REFLECTION



I. Introduction: Something is wrong. 

A. The world is not as it should be.

B. Key Question: What is wrong? 

II. What Is Sin? 

A. An Offense against God

1. Joseph (Genesis 39:9)

2. David (Psalm 51:4; cf. 2 Samuel 12:13)

B. Shalom-Breaking

1. Creation is the theater of  God's glory. 

2. Sin shatters shalom. 
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Study 3: The Gospel and the Fall 



III. The Destruction of  Shalom

A. Alienation from God

1. Separation (Isaiah 59:2; 57:17; Deuteronomy 31:17-18)

2. Guilt (Genesis 3:17; Romans 5:18)

3. Death (Genesis 2:16-17; Romans 5:12)

B. Alienation from one Another

1. The loss of  openness (Genesis 3:7)

2. The beginning of  conflict (Genesis 3:12, 16)

C. Alienation from Creation

1. Conflict with creation (Genesis 3:17-19)

2. The Curse on Creation (Romans 8:20-21)
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For we know that the whole creation has been groaning together 
in the pains of childbirth until now."

Romans 8:22  



D. The Shadow Side of  Shalom

IV. The Destruction Continues

A. The Universal Spread of  Sin 

1. All human persons are affected by sin.

a. All human persons are born into guilt and corruption 
(Romans 5:12, 15; Ephesians 2:1-3)

b. All human persons live in, and contribute to, a broken and 
corrupt world.

.

2. Sin's pervasive power can corrupt anything.

a. Sin corrupts whatever it touches.
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Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and 
death through sin, and so death spread to all men because all 
sinned. Romans 5:12  



b. Sin corrupts even the good things in creation. 

B. The Depth of  Sin's Influence

1. Sin is not just a surface problem. 

2. Three important truths:

a. We are already dead (Ephesians 2:1)

b. Sin corrupts even our best deeds 

c. Any act not directed toward God is part of  the problem 
(Proverbs 15:8; Amos 5:21)

3. No one is "good" (Jeremiah 17:9; Romans 3:10; 6:16-17; 
Ephesians 4:17-18)
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C. The Heart of  Sin

1. We love sin (Genesis 8:21; Ecclesiastes 9:3; Jeremiah 17:9; 
Matthew 15:19)

2. Sin is idolatry.

D. The Bondage of  Sin

1. Slavery to Sin (John 8:34; Romans 6:16-23)

2. Slavery to the "Powers" (Ephesians 2:2; Colossians 1:13)

3. Slavery to Death (1 Corinthians 15:26)
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Therefore it is the intent of this commandment to require true faith 
and trust of the heart which settles upon the only true God and 
clings to Him alone. 

Martin Luther  



V. The Restoration of  Shalom

A. The Desire for Shalom-Restoration Projects

B. The Impossibility of  Fixing Shalom

1. We don't want to because we love sin.

2. We can't because we're trapped in sin. 
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1. How would you explain "sin" to a non-Christian? Why is undersatnding 
important for understanding the Gospel?  

2. One of  the affects of  sin is "alienation" from God, each other and creation. 
What does this mean? In what ways have you experienced this in your own life?   

3. How would you respond to someone who argued that "deep down, we're all 
basically good"? How would a perspective like this make it difficult for us to 
understand the Gospel? 

4. The lecture mentioned a few ways that people try to "fix shalom" by 
themselves. What's good about these projects? What's wrong with them? Are 
there any "shalom restoration" projects that you find appealing?  
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FOR FURTHER REFLECTION



I.  Introduction

II. God's Grace in the Garden

A. God's Judgment in the Garden

1. Adam and Eve's rejection of  God's grace.

2. God's judgment on Adam and Eve

B. God's Gracious Response in the Garden

1. God does not destroy his people.

2. God seeks out his people.

3. God speaks to his people.

4. God promises a Redeemer.
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Study 4: God's Continued Faithfulness

I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your 
offspring and her offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you 
shall bruise his heel.

Genesis 3:15 



5. God curses his good creation.

6. God provides for his people.

7. God protects his people.

III. God's Grace in the Flood

A. The Continuing Spread of  Sin. 

A. The Flood as Judgment against Sin

1. God will not dwell with sin (Psalm 5:4)

2. God's grief  and judgment against sin (Genesis 6:6-7, 11-13)

B. The Flood as God's Grace

1. God preserves his good plan through the flood.

2. The flood is an expression of  "redemptive judgment"
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IV. God's Grace in Choosing a People

A. The Story Continues

1. God's Covenant Promise

2. The Continuation of  Sin

B. God Chooses a People

1. The Gracious Nature of  the Promise

2. The Content of  the Promise

3. The Promise and God's Good Plan

V. God's Grace and the Law

A. Misconceptions of  the Law

1. Misconception #1: The Law contains the rules necessary for 
salvation (see Deuteronomy 6:4-5; 11:13; 30:6)

2. Misconception #2: The Law provides the sacrifices necessary for 
salvation (see Psalm 4:5; Hosea 6:6; Hebrews 10:1, 4, 8-10, 14)
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B. What the Law Is

1. The Law exemplifies the holiness of  God. 

2. The Law "sets apart" the people of  God.

3. The Law testifies to the sinfulness of  humanity.

4. The Law declares the necessity of  grace and faith. 

VI. God's Grace in the Exile

A. The Problem Continues, but God's Faithfulness Endures

B. Exile and Exodus

1. Unfaithfulness leads to exile.

2. God's people need a new Exodus. 

C. The New Exodus

1. God's people are in bondage.
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2. The Promised One is coming. 

a. The Promised King (2 Samuel 7:16)

b. The Promised Prophet (Deuteronomy 18:15; Acts 3:22)

c. The Promised Priest (Zechariah 6:12-13)

d. The Promised Servant (Isaiah 53)

3. When this One comes…

a. The Spirit will be poured out on God's people (Joel 2:28)

b. God's people will be restored to him (Ezekiel 39:29; 
Zechariah 13:9)

c. The sins of  God's people will be taken away (Isaiah 53:5-6; 
Zecharaiah 13:1)
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d. God's people will receive a new heart (Ezekiel 11:19-20; 
Jeremiah 31:31-33)

e. All of  creation will be restored (Isaiah 32:15-17; 44:5-7)

f. Shalom will be restored!

1. In what ways does God show judgment in the Garden after the Fall? In what 
ways does he show grace? Why is it important to recognize both? 

2. The lecture argued that judgment is actually an expression of grace. What 
does this mean? How do you see this in God's interaction with his people 
throughout the Old Testament? Have you ever seen this in your own life?

3. How are the three things that God promised to Abraham connected with 
his plan for creation that we discussed in Lesson 2? Why is this important? 
What does it teach us about God?  

4. Why is it important to understand the role of the Law in God's plan? How 
do we often misunderstand the Law? Why is this a problem?  

5. The lecture discussed a number of things that are promised in the Old 
Testament. Take a few minutes and reflect on those. Which one seems the 
most significant to you right now? Why?
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FOR FURTHER REFLECTION



I. Introduction

II. The Good News Is…

A. The Good News is that the living God rules over everything (Romans 
10:15; Isaiah 52:7).

B. The Good News is that God's Kingdom has drawn hear (Mark 1:15; 
Matthew 24:14)

1. What is the Kingdom?

2. The Good News of  the Kingdom of  God.

3. The Kingdom is "at hand."

C. The Good News is that the promised Messiah has arrived to save God's 
people (Luke 2:10-11).

1. Christ, the Messiah, has come!
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Study 5: The Messiah Has Come!



2. He is the one who will bring the Kingdom (Acts 8:12; Matthew 
22:42; 2 Timothy 2:8; Luke 2:11)

3. He is the one who brings salvation 

D. The Good News is that this Messiah is perfect (Revelation 1:5; John 13:31-
32; Luke 22:42)

E. The Good News is that this Messiah is the one who will pour out the 
Spirit.

1. He was filled with the Spirit (Matthew 3:16; Luke 4:1, 14)

2. He walked with the Spirit (Matthew 4:1)

3. He was the giver of  the Spirit (John 7:38-39; 20:22)
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"And when he had said this, he breathed on them and 
said to them, "Receive the Holy Spirit.

John 20:22    



F. The Good News is that the promised Messiah is God himself.

1. The Messiah is God (Luke 2:11)

2. The Messiah is human (Luke 2:40, 52)

3. The Messiah is the God-man

4. The Messiah is not just another messiah. 

III. The Bad News Is…

A. We Killed Him (Acts 2:2-23; Luke 24:7; 1 Corinthians 15:3)

B. We Fought against Him (John 1:5; Romans 5:10)
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C. We Loved the Darkness (John 3:19)

D. We Despised and Rejected Him (Isaiah 53:3)

1. What is the Kingdom of  God? Why is it good news to hear that it has "at 
hand"?

2. What does it mean to say that Jesus is the Messiah? Reflect back on all of  the 
promises that we discussed in the previous lesson. How can these help you 
understand why it is such good news to hear that the Messiah has come?  

3. Why is it important to understand that the Messiah is perfect, and, indeed, 
that he is God himself? How does this help us understand why the good news is 
so good?

4. Why did the world reject the Messiah when he came? Do you think that you 
would have done better if  you were there? What does it mean to say that people 
loved the darkness? Do you really believe that this is true?
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FOR FURTHER REFLECTION



I. Introduction

II. Making Peace

A. Propitiation

1. The wrath of  God is real (Rom 1:18)

2. The wrath of  God must be satisfied.

3. Jesus is the one who satisfies God's wrath (Rom 3:25; 1 Jn 4:10)

B. Reconciliation (Rom 5:10-11; Col 1:19-20)
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Study 6: The Atonement

For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God 
through the death of His Son, much more, having been 
reconciled, we shall be saved by His life.  

Romans 5:10



III. Healing

IV. Rescuing

V. Winning
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But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror 
the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the 
same image from glory to glory, just as from the Lord, 
the Spirit.

2 Corinthians 3:18



VI. Modeling

VII. Atoning

VIII. Bringing the Spirit 
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And He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross, 
so that we might die to sin and live to righteousness; for 
by His wounds you were healed.

1 Peter 2:24



IX. Conclusion

1. Why is it important to understand that God is "wrathful" because of  our sin? 
Why can't God just let go of  it? How does Jesus satisfy ("propitiate") God's 
wrath? Why is this important?

2. Think through the different pictures of  the atonement we've discussed in this 
lesson. Are there any that you have tended not to spend very much time thinking 
about? Why do you think we don't spend as much time on those?

3. Which of  the pictures impacted you the most as you listened to the lecture? 
Why? Which do you need to spend more time reflecting on and understanding? 
Why?

4. Why is the atonement so important for understanding the Gospel?
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FOR FURTHER REFLECTION



I. Introduction

II. We Can Enter into God's Kingdom

III. Entrance is by Grace through Faith

A. Entrance is by Grace 

1. What is Grace?

2. Why is this good news?
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Study 7: The Power of Your Salvation



B. Entrance is through Faith

1. Salvation is for everyone (Romans 1:16; Galatians 3:8)

2. What is faith?

a. Understanding

b. Assent

c. Trust

\

3. What about repentance? (Matthew 4:17; Acts 2:38; 14:15)

IV. Entrance Brings the Gifts of  Salvation

A. Union with Christ (Ephesians 2:4-7)
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And Peter said to them, "Repent and be baptized every one of you 
in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and 
you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit

Acts 2:38



B. Forgiveness (Ephesians 1:7)

C. Peace & Reconciliation (Romans 5:10; Ephesians 2:14)

D. Adoption (John 1:12; Galatians 4:4-7)

E. New Life 

1. The Power of  the Resurrection (Romans 6:4-5, 8)

2. The Indwelling of  the Spirit (Acts 2:38; Galatians 4:6)

3. The New Creation (John 3:3; Ephesians 2:1-5; 2 Corinthians 5:17)

4. The New Heart for God (Romans 5:5)

F. New Community (1 Corinthians 12:13; Ephesians 4:4-6)

G. New Mission (Romans 6:23; 8:38-39; ; 1 Corinthians 
15:53-54; 2 Corinthians 6:2)
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V. The Door Is Open Now

VI. The Kingdom is Forever

VII. Conclusion

1. Reflect for a while on the three aspects of  faith discussed in this lecture. Do 
you tend to neglect any of  these in your understanding of  faith? If  so, what can 
you do this week to begin strengthening your appreciation for this aspect of  faith?

2. Read Ephesians 2:4-7. According to this passage, what does it mean to be "in 
Christ"? How should that affect the way that we view our everyday Christian lives? 

3. Why is it important to recognize the new life that we have in Christ? How 
does this help us understand the importance of  the resurrection for 
understanding the Gospel?
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FOR FURTHER REFLECTION



I. Introduction

II. So, What Is the Gospel?

"The Gospel is the good news that through Jesus Christ God has accomplished 
all that is ultimately necessary to bring about his glorious plan to manifest his 
glory in and among his people throughout his good creation, and that through 
faith in the grace of  God, you and I can participate in that glorious plan as we 
are brought to the Father in the Son through the power of  the Spirit."

III. A Gospel-Centered Perspective 

A. Nothing lies "outside" of  the Gospel.
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Study 8: The Gospel for All of Life



B. This alters how we view everything.

IV. Gospel-Centered Conversion

A. Salvation is from God.

B. Salvation is only from God.

..

C. Salvation leads to God.
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And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name 
under heaven given among men by which we must be saved."

Acts 4:12



V. Gospel-Centered Discipleship

A. The Problem of  Achieving Sanctification

1. "Working" toward sanctification.

2. The Galatian Error (Galatians 3:1-3)

B. Sanctification by Grace

1. All of  salvation is by grace through faith (Ephesians 2:8-10)

2. What about works?

3. True Discipleship
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O foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you? It was before your 
eyes that Jesus Christ was publicly portrayed as crucified.  2 Let 
me ask you only this: Did you receive the Spirit by works of the 
law or by hearing with faith?  3 Are you so foolish? Having begun 
by the Spirit, are you now being perfected by the flesh?

Galatians 3:1-3



VI. Gospel-Centered Ministry

A. Ministers of  the Kingdom

B. Grounding Ministry in Christ

C. Proclamation & Practice

VII. Gospel-Centered Families

A. The "Why" vs. the "What"

B. Soaking in the Gospel

C. Modeling the Gospel
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VIII. Gospel-Centered Work

A. The "Secular" vs. the "Sacred"

B. Work as a Gift

C. Two points to emphasize:

1. Take a few minutes and think through how you might explain the Gospel to 
someone. What points would you want to make sure you included? What are 
some elements that you might have left out of  your summary before you took this 
course? How have you begun to appreciate those aspects of  the Gospel more 
deeply?

2. What are some areas of  your life that you have tended to see as not having 
anything to do with the Gospel? What can you do this week to begin 
understanding what the Gospel has to do with those areas of  your life as well?

3. Are there any ways in which you have tended to approach discipleship as a 
work to be performed, rather than as a faithful response to God's amazing grace? 
How have you done this? What can you do this week to begin changing the way 
that you think about discipleship?
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FOR FURTHER REFLECTION



I. Introduction

A. External Challenges

B. Internal Challenges

II. The Gospel Minus…

A. What it is.

B. The "Good" in the Gospel Minus.

C. The "Bad" in the Gospel Minus.

1. The Meaning of  Faith

2. Faith and Repentance
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Study 9: Challenges to the Gospel



III. The Gospel Plus…

A. What it is.

B. The "Good" in the Gospel Plus.

C. The "Bad" in the Gospel Plus.

1. The Nature of  "Works"

2. Our Natural Drift toward Works

IV. The Gospel for All People

A. What it is.

B.  The "Good" in the Gospel for All People
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C.  The "Bad" in the Gospel for All People

1. The obstacles are often part of  the Gospel itself.

2. Remember that the darkness loves the darkness.

3. Be careful about trying to make the Gospel "relevant."

D. We Despised and Rejected Him (Isaiah 53:3)

V. The Gospel of  Many Salvations

A. What it is.

B. The "Good" in the Gospel of  Many Salvations
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C. The "Bad" in the Gospel of  Many Salvations

1. Salvation is only through faith in Jesus.

2. What about other religions?

1. Reflect briefly on each of  the challenges to the Gospel we've discussed. 
Which of  these do you think is the biggest danger to your own understanding of 
the Gospel? Why? What can (or should) you do to help yourself  with that 
challenge?

2. Which of  these challenges do you think is the biggest difficulty for your 
church? Why do you think that? Is there someone in your church that you can talk 
to about your concerns?

3. Are there any challenges to the Gospel that you think should be added to this 
list? What are they and why do you think they are a problem? How can you help 
yourself  and the people around you respond to that challenge?
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FOR FURTHER REFLECTION



I. Introduction

II. Preaching to Yourself

A. Why do we need to preach the Gospel to ourselves?

B. Why do we need to preach the Gospel to ourselves regularly?
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Study 10: Communicating the Gospel



C. How can we preach the Gospel to ourselves?

III. Preaching the Gospel to Others

A. What Do They "Need" To Know?

1. The Problem with the Question

2. The Problem of  "Conversionism"

3. A Better Question: "Where should we start?"

B. How Can You Communicate the Gospel Quickly?
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C. Can I Communicate the Gospel through My Life?

1. The Answer

2. Francis of  Assisi: "Preach the Gospel; if  necessary, use words."

3. What about my lifestyle?

1. What are you going to do this week to preach the Gospel to yourself 
regularly?

2. Think about the people in your life right now. Who among them does not 
know Jesus yet? What can you do this week to share some part of the Gospel 
story with them?

3. What are 2-3 things that you have learned through this study that really 
stand out to you? Who can you tell this week about those things that you've 
learned?
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FOR FURTHER REFLECTION
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	2.	Before this lecture, how would you have summarized the Gospel? Do you see any weaknesses in that summary now? 
	3.	Read Acts 2:22-39. How did Peter summarize the Gospel for the people on the day of Pentecost? What does he spend most of his time talking about? Why do you think that is? What does he include that is surprising to you? What does he not include that seems surprising to you?
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	II. God, the Creator
	A.  The Story Begins with God
	B.  The Story Begins with Grace
	C.  The Story Begins with God's Glory. 

	III. God's Creative Plan
	A. The Land
	1. God created a physical universe, and it was good (Genesis 1)
	2. God created a special place for his people (Genesis 2:8)
	3. God's creative plan includes creation itself.

	B. The People
	1. God created a people in his image. 
	a. The image is more than a 'picture'
	b. The image manifests God's "presence" in creation
	c. The image and the importance of human relationships

	2. God created a people in the land. 
	a. Physical people in a physical world. 
	b. Exercising "dominon" over the land.
	c. God's people, in God's land, to God's glory. 

	 3. God created a people as a blessing. 
	a. God's people as a blessing to one another.
	b. God's people as a blessing to God's land.
	c. God's people as a blessing to the glory of God. 



	III. Shalom
	A. The Definition of "Shalom"
	B. In the Beginning, God Created Shalom
	C. Longing for Shalom
	1. 	Why is it important to recognize that this story begins with God? How does this affect the way that you understand the Gospel? 
	2. 	How does understanding creation help us understand the Gospel? In what ways does the creation story emphasize God's grace and glory? Why are these important concepts for understanding the Gospel?
	3.	What does it mean to be made "in the image of God"? What does this have to do with the Gospel? How does this change the way that you view the people around you? How should it affect the way that you interact with them on a daily basis? 
	4. 	What is "shalom" and why is it important for understanding the Gospel? 

	I. Introduction: Something is wrong. 
	A. The world is not as it should be.
	B. Key Question: What is wrong? 

	II. What Is Sin? 
	A. An Offense against God
	1. Joseph (Genesis 39:9)
	2. David (Psalm 51:4; cf. 2 Samuel 12:13)

	B. Shalom-Breaking
	1. Creation is the theater of God's glory. 
	2. Sin shatters shalom. 


	III. The Destruction of Shalom
	A. Alienation from God
	1. Separation (Isaiah 59:2; 57:17; Deuteronomy 31:17-18)
	2. Guilt (Genesis 3:17; Romans 5:18)
	3. Death (Genesis 2:16-17; Romans 5:12)

	B. Alienation from one Another
	1. The loss of openness (Genesis 3:7)
	2. The beginning of conflict (Genesis 3:12, 16)

	C. Alienation from Creation
	1. Conflict with creation (Genesis 3:17-19)
	2. The Curse on Creation (Romans 8:20-21)

	D. The Shadow Side of Shalom

	IV. The Destruction Continues
	A. The Universal Spread of Sin 
	1. All human persons are affected by sin.
	2. Sin's pervasive power can corrupt anything.

	B. The Depth of Sin's Influence
	1.	Sin is not just a surface problem. 
	2.	Three important truths:
	3. No one is "good" (Jeremiah 17:9; Romans 3:10; 6:16-17; Ephesians 4:17-18)

	C. The Heart of Sin
	1. We love sin (Genesis 8:21; Ecclesiastes 9:3; Jeremiah 17:9; Matthew 15:19)
	2.	Sin is idolatry.

	D. The Bondage of Sin
	1. Slavery to Sin (John 8:34; Romans 6:16-23)
	2. Slavery to the "Powers" (Ephesians 2:2; Colossians 1:13)
	3. Slavery to Death (1 Corinthians 15:26)


	V. The Restoration of Shalom
	A. The Desire for Shalom-Restoration Projects
	B. The Impossibility of Fixing Shalom
	1. We don't want to because we love sin.
	2. We can't because we're trapped in sin. 

	1.	How would you explain "sin" to a non-Christian? Why is undersatnding important for understanding the Gospel?  	
	2.	One of the affects of sin is "alienation" from God, each other and creation. What does this mean? In what ways have you experienced this in your own life?   
	3.	How would you respond to someone who argued that "deep down, we're all basically good"? How would a perspective like this make it difficult for us to understand the Gospel? 
	4.	The lecture mentioned a few ways that people try to "fix shalom" by themselves. What's good about these projects? What's wrong with them? Are there any "shalom restoration" projects that you find appealing?  
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	A. God's Judgment in the Garden
	1. Adam and Eve's rejection of God's grace.
	2. God's judgment on Adam and Eve

	B. God's Gracious Response in the Garden
	1. God does not destroy his people.
	2. God seeks out his people.
	3. God speaks to his people.
	4. God promises a Redeemer.
	5.	God curses his good creation.
	6.	God provides for his people.
	7.	God protects his people.


	III. God's Grace in the Flood
	A. The Continuing Spread of Sin. 
	A. The Flood as Judgment against Sin
	1.	God will not dwell with sin (Psalm 5:4)
	2.	God's grief and judgment against sin (Genesis 6:6-7, 11-13)

	B. The Flood as God's Grace
	1.	God preserves his good plan through the flood.
	2.	The flood is an expression of "redemptive judgment"


	IV. God's Grace in Choosing a People
	A. The Story Continues
	1. God's Covenant Promise
	2. The Continuation of Sin

	B. God Chooses a People
	1. The Gracious Nature of the Promise
	2. The Content of the Promise
	3. The Promise and God's Good Plan


	V. God's Grace and the Law
	A. Misconceptions of the Law
	1. Misconception #1: The Law contains the rules necessary for salvation (see Deuteronomy 6:4-5; 11:13; 30:6)
	2. Misconception #2: The Law provides the sacrifices necessary for salvation (see Psalm 4:5; Hosea 6:6; Hebrews 10:1, 4, 8-10, 14)

	B. What the Law Is
	1. The Law exemplifies the holiness of God. 
	2. The Law "sets apart" the people of God.
	3. The Law testifies to the sinfulness of humanity.
	4. The Law declares the necessity of grace and faith. 


	VI. God's Grace in the Exile
	A. The Problem Continues, but God's Faithfulness Endures
	B. Exile and Exodus
	1. 	Unfaithfulness leads to exile.
	2. God's people need a new Exodus. 

	C. The New Exodus
	1.	God's people are in bondage.
	2. 	The Promised One is coming. 
	3.	When this One comes…

	1. 	In what ways does God show judgment in the Garden after the Fall? In what ways does he show grace? Why is it important to recognize both? 
	2. 	The lecture argued that judgment is actually an expression of grace. What does this mean? How do you see this in God's interaction with his people throughout the Old Testament? Have you ever seen this in your own life?
	3. 	How are the three things that God promised to Abraham connected with his plan for creation that we discussed in Lesson 2? Why is this important? What does it teach us about God?  
	4. 	Why is it important to understand the role of the Law in God's plan? How do we often misunderstand the Law? Why is this a problem?  
	5.	The lecture discussed a number of things that are promised in the Old Testament. Take a few minutes and reflect on those. Which one seems the most significant to you right now? Why?

	I. Introduction
	II. The Good News Is…
	A. 	The Good News is that the living God rules over everything (Romans 10:15; Isaiah 52:7).
	B. The Good News is that God's Kingdom has drawn hear (Mark 1:15; Matthew 24:14)
	1.	What is the Kingdom?
	2.	The Good News of the Kingdom of God.
	3.	The Kingdom is "at hand."

	C. The Good News is that the promised Messiah has arrived to save God's people (Luke 2:10-11).
	1.	Christ, the Messiah, has come!
	2.	He is the one who will bring the Kingdom (Acts 8:12; Matthew 22:42; 2 Timothy 2:8; Luke 2:11)
	3.	He is the one who brings salvation 

	D. The Good News is that this Messiah is perfect (Revelation 1:5; John 13:31-32; Luke 22:42)
	E.	The Good News is that this Messiah is the one who will pour out the Spirit.
	1.	He was filled with the Spirit (Matthew 3:16; Luke 4:1, 14)
	2.	He walked with the Spirit (Matthew 4:1)
	3.	He was the giver of the Spirit (John 7:38-39; 20:22)

	F.	The Good News is that the promised Messiah is God himself.

	III. The Bad News Is…
	A.	We Killed Him (Acts 2:2-23; Luke 24:7; 1 Corinthians 15:3)
	B. We Fought against Him (John 1:5; Romans 5:10)
	C. We Loved the Darkness (John 3:19)
	D.	We Despised and Rejected Him (Isaiah 53:3)
	1.	What is the Kingdom of God? Why is it good news to hear that it has "at hand"?
	2.	What does it mean to say that Jesus is the Messiah? Reflect back on all of the promises that we discussed in the previous lesson. How can these help you understand why it is such good news to hear that the Messiah has come?  
	3.	Why is it important to understand that the Messiah is perfect, and, indeed, that he is God himself? How does this help us understand why the good news is so good?
	4.	Why did the world reject the Messiah when he came? Do you think that you would have done better if you were there? What does it mean to say that people loved the darkness? Do you really believe that this is true?

	I. Introduction
	II. Making Peace
	A. 	Propitiation
	1.	The wrath of God is real (Rom 1:18)
	2.	The wrath of God must be satisfied.
	3.	Jesus is the one who satisfies God's wrath (Rom 3:25; 1 Jn 4:10)

	B. 	Reconciliation (Rom 5:10-11; Col 1:19-20)

	III. Healing
	IV. Rescuing
	V. Winning
	VI. Modeling
	VII. Atoning
	VIII. Bringing the Spirit 
	IX. Conclusion
	1.	Why is it important to understand that God is "wrathful" because of our sin? Why can't God just let go of it? How does Jesus satisfy ("propitiate") God's wrath? Why is this important?
	2.	Think through the different pictures of the atonement we've discussed in this lesson. Are there any that you have tended not to spend very much time thinking about? Why do you think we don't spend as much time on those?
	3.	Which of the pictures impacted you the most as you listened to the lecture? Why? Which do you need to spend more time reflecting on and understanding? Why?
	4.	Why is the atonement so important for understanding the Gospel?
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	II. We Can Enter into God's Kingdom
	III. Entrance is by Grace through Faith
	A. 	Entrance is by Grace 
	1.	What is Grace?
	2.	Why is this good news?

	B.	Entrance is through Faith
	1.	Salvation is for everyone (Romans 1:16; Galatians 3:8)
	2.	What is faith?
	3.	What about repentance? (Matthew 4:17; Acts 2:38; 14:15)


	IV. Entrance Brings the Gifts of Salvation
	A. Union with Christ (Ephesians 2:4-7)
	B.	Forgiveness (Ephesians 1:7)
	C.	Peace & Reconciliation (Romans 5:10; Ephesians 2:14)
	D.	Adoption (John 1:12; Galatians 4:4-7)
	E.	New Life 
	1.	The Power of the Resurrection (Romans 6:4-5, 8)
	2.	The Indwelling of the Spirit (Acts 2:38; Galatians 4:6)
	3.	The New Creation (John 3:3; Ephesians 2:1-5; 2 Corinthians 5:17)
	4.	The New Heart for God (Romans 5:5)

	F.	New Community (1 Corinthians 12:13; Ephesians 4:4-6)
	G.	New Mission (Romans 6:23; 8:38-39; ; 1 Corinthians 15:53-54; 2 Corinthians 6:2)

	V. The Door Is Open Now
	VI. The Kingdom is Forever
	VII. Conclusion
	1.	Reflect for a while on the three aspects of faith discussed in this lecture. Do you tend to neglect any of these in your understanding of faith? If so, what can you do this week to begin strengthening your appreciation for this aspect of faith?
	2.	Read Ephesians 2:4-7. According to this passage, what does it mean to be "in Christ"? How should that affect the way that we view our everyday Christian lives? 
	3.	Why is it important to recognize the new life that we have in Christ? How does this help us understand the importance of the resurrection for understanding the Gospel?

	I. Introduction
	II. So, What Is the Gospel?
	"The Gospel is the good news that through Jesus Christ God has accomplished all that is ultimately necessary to bring about his glorious plan to manifest his glory in and among his people throughout his good creation, and that through faith in the grace of God, you and I can participate in that glorious plan as we are brought to the Father in the Son through the power of the Spirit."

	III. A Gospel-Centered Perspective 
	A. 	Nothing lies "outside" of the Gospel.
	B.	This alters how we view everything.

	IV. Gospel-Centered Conversion
	A.	Salvation is from God.
	B.	Salvation is only from God.
	C.	Salvation leads to God.

	V. Gospel-Centered Discipleship
	A.	The Problem of Achieving Sanctification
	1.	"Working" toward sanctification.
	2.	The Galatian Error (Galatians 3:1-3)

	B.	Sanctification by Grace
	1.	All of salvation is by grace through faith (Ephesians 2:8-10)
	2.	What about works?
	3.	True Discipleship


	VI. Gospel-Centered Ministry
	A.	Ministers of the Kingdom
	B.	Grounding Ministry in Christ
	C.	Proclamation & Practice

	VII. Gospel-Centered Families
	A.	The "Why" vs. the "What"
	B.	Soaking in the Gospel
	C.	Modeling the Gospel

	VIII. Gospel-Centered Work
	A.	The "Secular" vs. the "Sacred"
	B.	Work as a Gift
	C.	Two points to emphasize:
	1.	Take a few minutes and think through how you might explain the Gospel to someone. What points would you want to make sure you included? What are some elements that you might have left out of your summary before you took this course? How have you begun to appreciate those aspects of the Gospel more deeply?
	2.	What are some areas of your life that you have tended to see as not having anything to do with the Gospel? What can you do this week to begin understanding what the Gospel has to do with those areas of your life as well?
	3.	Are there any ways in which you have tended to approach discipleship as a work to be performed, rather than as a faithful response to God's amazing grace? How have you done this? What can you do this week to begin changing the way that you think about discipleship?
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	A.	External Challenges
	B.	Internal Challenges

	II. The Gospel Minus…
	A.	What it is.
	B.	The "Good" in the Gospel Minus.
	C.	The "Bad" in the Gospel Minus.
	1.	The Meaning of Faith
	2.	Faith and Repentance


	III. The Gospel Plus…
	A.	What it is.
	B.	The "Good" in the Gospel Plus.
	C.	The "Bad" in the Gospel Plus.
	1.	The Nature of "Works"
	2.	Our Natural Drift toward Works


	IV. The Gospel for All People
	A.	What it is.
	B.  The "Good" in the Gospel for All People
	C.  The "Bad" in the Gospel for All People
	1.	The obstacles are often part of the Gospel itself.
	2.	Remember that the darkness loves the darkness.
	3.	Be careful about trying to make the Gospel "relevant."

	D.	We Despised and Rejected Him (Isaiah 53:3)

	V. The Gospel of Many Salvations
	A.	What it is.
	B.	The "Good" in the Gospel of Many Salvations
	C.	The "Bad" in the Gospel of Many Salvations
	1.	Salvation is only through faith in Jesus.
	2.	What about other religions?

	1.	Reflect briefly on each of the challenges to the Gospel we've discussed. Which of these do you think is the biggest danger to your own understanding of the Gospel? Why? What can (or should) you do to help yourself with that challenge?
	2.	Which of these challenges do you think is the biggest difficulty for your church? Why do you think that? Is there someone in your church that you can talk to about your concerns?
	3.	Are there any challenges to the Gospel that you think should be added to this list? What are they and why do you think they are a problem? How can you help yourself and the people around you respond to that challenge?
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	A. 	Why do we need to preach the Gospel to ourselves?
	B.	Why do we need to preach the Gospel to ourselves regularly?
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	III. Preaching the Gospel to Others
	A.	What Do They "Need" To Know?
	1.	The Problem with the Question
	2.	The Problem of "Conversionism"
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	B.	How Can You Communicate the Gospel Quickly?
	C. Can I Communicate the Gospel through My Life?
	1.	The Answer
	2.	Francis of Assisi: "Preach the Gospel; if necessary, use words."
	3.	What about my lifestyle?

	1.	What are you going to do this week to preach the Gospel to yourself regularly?
	2.	Think about the people in your life right now. Who among them does not know Jesus yet? What can you do this week to share some part of the Gospel story with them?
	3.	What are 2-3 things that you have learned through this study that really stand out to you? Who can you tell this week about those things that you've learned?


